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For more than three years, the State Library has been working 
to improve Internet connections in public libraries. An Opportu-
nity Online grant from the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation 
has underwritten this effort meant to close the digital divide for 
thousands of Kansans. 

High speed Internet in libraries helps ensure that patrons can ac-
cess multimedia-rich content such as interactive online educa-
tional courses with streaming video or audio, online job applica-
tion sites and databases, or government application downloads. 

Broadband access helps create vital, stable, livable communi-
ties. Broadband strengthens the community and businesses, 
it strengthens the educational base in the community, and it 
strengthens the quality of life. Whether Kansans are searching 
for a job, enhancing education, or accessing healthcare technolo-
gies, broadband Internet access is key to their success.    

Through the Gates grants, public libraries:
•	 Identify appropriate broadband connective speeds to deliver 

services to their communities;
•	 Create and utilize technology plans;
•	 Seek and obtain adequate funding for connectivity; and
•	 Advocate for future broadband needs of their communities.

The stories of how Kansans are using broadband at their librar-
ies are impressive. More stories and information available at:
http://broadbandeverywhere.wordpress.com/

Gates Grant Programs Improve Internet Connections in Kansas Public Libraries

Library stories

A number of residents use the library’s Internet for e-government 
services such as filing taxes, renewing driver’s licenses, applying for unem-
ployment, and applying for public assistance. 
Cari Cusick, Hesston Public Library

A woman moved to our town with her family while her husband was serv-
ing in Afghanistan. She needed certain authorization papers from the Army. 
The husband emailed the forms to his wife, she completed them, and the 
library faxed them to the Army. She got her authorization. 
Liz Turner, Oswego Public Library

We help a lot of home schoolers in our area that don’t have Internet access 
at home. We are the first resource they think of for all Internet needs.  
Adrienne Olejnik, Rossville Community Library

The library is going to have training sessions for the public on using 
Skype and using FLiP cameras. James Swafford, Pittsburg Public Library
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School Stories

Business stories

Our school district uses para-professionals from Keystone Learning. They need to be 
re-certified each year. We had one employee use the library Internet to get the online con-
tinuing education credits needed for re-certification. 
Katherine Jones, McLouth Public Library

The library is the only free WiFi in Chetopa. School work is done after hours by stu-
dents using their school laptops. Students can also work for the GED or do catch-up work 
in the local A+ Program. Tiffany LaPee, Chetopa City Library

Two local men started their own agricultural company, using the library’s meeting room to 
meet with other businessmen and work on their laptops. This company is now the very 
successful Surefire Ag.  Pam Luedke, Atwood Public Library

A local company in Council Grove does heirloom seed sales exclusively through the Inter-
net. The heirloom seeds are preserved stock, not genetically modified. 
Lee Dobratz, Council Grove Public Library

We have a patron who uses the library wireless to conduct his hardware business in Alaska. 
He is in our community while caring for his ailing father. 
Janice Jones, Yates Center Public Library

The library sponsors eBay classes to help the public learn to buy and sell online. 
James Swafford, Pittsburg Public Library

My daughter and her husband run a coast-to-coast truckline and book everything online; 
plus they are brokers for other companies. Janice Jones, Yates Center Library

Medical stories

My husband was able to use telemedicine from the Hays Hospital for his 
appointments with an oncologist at KU-Med. This saved us a six hour trip. 
Kayla Kreller, Phillipsburg City Library

A man with a rare ailment was able to connect with a specialist in Austra-
lia, who could speak with him via video-conferencing. The specialist also 
received medical information and test results via the Internet. He used the 
information to adjust the patient’s medication.
George Seamon, Northwest Kansas Library System

A friend who gets her medication and nutrition through a line in her chest 
is in constant communication with NutriShare consultants in California. 
They monitor her test results every day via the Internet.
Shannon Roy, State Library of Kansas

A local graduate came back after receiving an honorable discharge from the 
military. He used the library’s technology to complete on-line credits for criminal jus-
tice training and to apply for employment with the Dodge City Police Force, where he 
is working now. It was a great experience for the library staff. 
Becky Heinz, Fowler Public Library

With school finances being slashed, it is critical that our rural students have good 
Internet access at the schools and also at the public library. Some students don’t or can’t 
have Internet access at home. Kay Lassiter, Delaware Township Library, Valley Falls


